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SECRET STATE 297168 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SREF, CU, MX, US 

SUBJECT: ASYLUM REQUEST OF MARIO SARDINAS CAMACHO 
REF: MEXICO I07I3 

1 . WE CONCUR IN MANNER IN WHICH EMBASSY HAS HANDLED 
SARDINAS CASE. ASYLUM IS THE RIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITY OF 
THE COUNTRY IN WHICH THE REQUEST IS MADE AND WE BELIEVE 
THAT ALL COUNTRIES SHOULD ASSUME THEIR PROPER RESPONSI- 
BILITIES IN THESE MATTERS. WHILE MEXICO HAS NOT ACCEDED 
TO THE CONVENTION OR PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE STATUS OF 
REFUGEES, ITS RECORD IN REFUGEE MATTERS HAS BEEN EXCELLENT. 
THIS HAS BEEN TRUE IN THE PAST ON CUBANS. 

2. CUBAN PAROLE PROGRAM STILL EXISTS FOR THOSE CUBANS 
WITH CLOSE RELATIVES IN THE UNITED STATES. CONSULAR OF- 
FICERS CAN ALSO RECOMMEND PAROLE IN CERTAIN HUMANITARIAN 
TYPE SITUATIONS. THEREFORE, IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE IN CER- 
TAIN CASES TO HANDLE CUBAN ASYLUM SEEKERS THROUGH EXISTING 
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